




Community Snapshot 
The CIE aims to serve a diverse community that includes 

entrepreneurs, UNCW faculty, staff and students, and organizations. 

Our focus has been and continues to be nurturing innovative 

businesses with the potential to scale, driving substantial growth 

across industries and sectors in the Wilmington area and beyond. 

Over the past year, we have collected data on this target market and 

how it is best represented at the CIE. At the end of the day, we are 

focusing our resources on high-growth, high-impact entrepreneurs. 

We break them down into Ideation (El) and Startup and Growth (E2). 

Els are those with a well thought out, possibly even disruptive, idea 

for a product or service but do not have a plan to execute that idea. 

E2s, on the other hand, are ready to go to market with a prototype 

and/or business plan. They are looking for seed funding and the 

next level of support. This means that half of our work is dedicated 

to our mission: nurturing ideas into thriving businesses. 

The balance of our resources supports educational programs for 

all entrepreneurs, including UNCW students, and builds deep 

partnerships with other organizations that can help to advance 

our innovation economy. 

At the CIE, our impact can be illustrated through tangible results over 

the past year. These numbers reflect the dedication, hard work and 

innovation of our team and our founders, highlighting the growth and 

success of our programs and initiatives. From the number of startups 

supported to the total capital raised, these figures showcase the vibrant 

ecosystem we've cultivated together. Let's dive into those key metrics 

and see how we're making a difference. 

As a young entrepreneur, I was having a hard time finding an accountable 

and wise mentor in business. The CIE mentorship program was that 4x. 

I was really only looking for one mentor, but I was able to gain 4, all with 

different experiences in my field. I recommend the CIE Mentorship program 

to every entrepreneur at any level of business. 

- JACK FLEMING I Founder and Owner, Socialry Marketing and Scourz
Source: Wilmington Biz Insights, CIE Mentors: Springboarding Founder Success (Apr. 22,2024) 
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